Comparative studies with cyclic and linear somatostatin on active avoidance behaviour and open-field activity in rats.
The action of cyclic and linear somatostatin on active avoidance and open-field behaviour was investigated in rats. Both peptides inhibited the extinction of the avoidance behaviour and slightly but not significantly increased the intertrial activity (ITR). Both peptides increased ambulation and rearing activity in a dose related fashion, while the grooming and defecation rates were not changed. Since both peptides are capable of increasing the locomotor performance this action might contribute to the effect exerted on the extinction of active avoidance behaviour.